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ISLAMIC THEOLOGICAL DISCOURSES AND THE LEGACY OF KALAM.
GESTATION, MOVEMENTS AND CONTROVERSIES (3 VOLS)

With a concermn for context and history, this major reference work presents key academic contributions
devoted to the study of early, classical and pre-modemn Islamic theological thought. The aim is to provide
a balanced survey of the research discourses which have shaped study of the rich legacy of Islamic
theology and kalam.

Divided into three volumes and comprising over 40 articles, the collection includes an introduction
which provides not only an assessment of key discussions and debates in the study of Islamic theology,
but also examines significant developments in the field.

Vol. | History and Development

Vol. 2 Movements, Personalities and Controversies

Vol. 3. Concepts, Constructs and Themes

Abdulrahman Alebrahim

KUWAIT'S POLITICS BEFORE INDEPENDENCE:
THE ROLE OF THE BALANCING POWERS

This book re-examines the historiography of constitutional development in Kuwait. It argues that existing
scholarship on the subject has several shortcomings due to the lack of consideration given to the role
played by some important social forces in the Kuwaiti political scene.

Most historians working on Kuwait's modern politics have focussed on two forces: the ruling family
and the merchants. Although these two actors have undeniably been the most influential, other
segments of society, such as the labour force, the villagers, the intelligentsia and the religious scholars,
should not be overlooked. These forces have had a decisive impact, with varying levels of influence
across time, on the balance of power in Kuwait.

This book generates new insights by considering the role of these balancing forces in influencing the
struggle between the sheikhs and the merchants over the nature of the political system in Kuwait
between 1921 and 1962,

Degang Sun with Dandan Zhang

DIPLOMACY OF QUASI-ALLIANCES IN THE MIDDLE EAST
Translated from the Chinese by Jinan Wang.
With a Foreword by Tim Niblock

Quasi-alliance refers to the ideation, mechanism and behavior of policy-makers to carry out security
cooperation through informal political and security arrangements. As a “gray zone” between alliance and
neutrality, quasi-alliance is a hidden national security statecraft. Policy-makers tend to seek a third way to
strengthen security cooperation and meanwhile avert the risk of conflict

Based on declassified archives and secondary sources, this book probes the theory and practice of
quasi-alliances in the Middle East. Five cases are chosen to test the hypotheses of quasi-alliance
formation, management, efficacy and termination, including Anglo-French-Israeli quasi-alliance during the
Suez Canal War of 1956; US-Saudi quasi-alliance during the Johnson administration; Soviet-Egypt quasi-
alliance during the Sadat administration; and Iran-Syria quasi-alliance since 1979.

The research finds that alliance is a hard balancing based on legally binding treaties, while quasi-
alliance is a soft balance based on politically binding agreement. The task-oriented quasi-alliance features
diversity of functions, flexibility of cooperative means, intangibility of targeting, and limitation of
sovereignty transfer

This book, therefore, carries importance both in terms of deepening the understanding of interational relations in the
Middle East, but also developing a distinctively Chinese approach to the study of intemnational relations in general. There
are elements of constructivism in the Chinese approach, yet it would be wrong to subsume it entirely within the
constructivist vision.  (From the foreword by Tim Niblock)

Sadik ). al-Azm

OCCIDENTALISM, CONSPIRACY AND TABOO
COLLECTED ESSAYS ON ISLAM AND POLITICS

Sadik Al-Azm (1934-2016) was one of the foremost Arab public intellectuals, who offered innovative,
often controversial challenges to conventional narratives on Islam and the West, Secularism, Orientalism,
and the Israel-Palestine issue.

This fourth and final volume of his works in English includes his essays on:

- Faith and Reason in Islam: Strategies in the Education of Muslim Communities
- Sharia from a Secular Perspective

- Crossing Borders: Orientalism, Islamism and Postmodernism

- The Concept of Civil Society in Relation to the ‘Arab Spring’

- Statement by 99 Syrian Intellectuals (,,Charta 99*)

- Goethe Medal 2015 Acceptance Speech
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DESERT DISPUTE: THE DIPLOMACY OF BOUNDARY-MAKING IN

SOUTH-EASTERN ARABIA - VOLUME 3

Mustafa Serdar Palabiyik

THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE AND INTERNATIONAL LAW:

A QUEST FOR SURVIVAL

( ISLAM AND INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS SERIES, VOL. 2)
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