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Cihat Battaloğlu
POLITICAL REFORMS IN QATAR:
FROM AUTHORITARIANISM TO POLITICAL GREY ZONE
In the past decade, Qatar has emerged as one of the world’s most proactive mediators in the
international arena. It has also experienced a number of domestic changes to its economic
infrastructure, welfare system and political system, along with material improvement in its citizens’
standard of living. Nonetheless, despite such radical and rapid advances, political reform in Qatar
has proved to be relatively tentative.
This book examines political reforms in Qatar from an analytical, normative, ideological and
empirical perspective. It applies the main concepts and theories found in the literature on
democratic transition. The book also presents different aspects of political reform in Qatar,
including those prior to the formation of the state.
Five elements are discussed as the reason of why the political reform process in Qatar has
stagnated in the political “Grey Zone”:
- Absolute power of the ruler over the political institutions
- Tribal social structure in Qatar
- Rentier style social contract
- Lack of public demand for reforms and politically apathetic society
- New regional and international atmosphere, emerging after Arab Spring.

Carool Kersten (ed.)
THE FATWA AS AN ISLAMIC LEGAL INSTRUMENT: CONCEPT,
HISTORICAL ROLE, CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE (3 VOLS)
One of the most misunderstood aspects of Islamic legal practice and thought is the role and
position of fatwas or legal opinions.
This three-volume reference work offers a comprehensive overview of and detailed insights
into
- the concept of the fatwa as a vehicle of legal opinion-making in Islam
- its historical role in different parts of the Muslim world
- and contemporary debates reflecting both the fatwa's enduring relevance and its ongoing
contestation among Muslims today.
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Nikolay Kozhanov
IRAN’S STRATEGIC THINKING: THE EVOLUTION OF IRAN’S FOREIGN
POLICY, 1979-2017
What are the ideological motives behind Iran’s foreign policy? This new study examines Tehran’s
twin desires to protect national interests and to project real power. Factors determining foreign
policy include:
- Potential economic leader of the Middle East region
- Key player in the oil and gas market
- Centre of resistance against global Western domination
- US and Israel policy
- Syria as the bridge to Lebanon and Palestine
Political, economic, religious and cultural aspects of Iran’s influence abroad are covered.
There is a strong focus on primary sources, as well as interviews with EU, Russian and Middle
East experts, supported by field trips to Iran, Turkey and GCC countries.
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Mustafa Shah (ed.)
ISLAMIC THEOLOGICAL DISCOURSES AND THE LEGACY OF KALAM.
GESTATION, MOVEMENTS AND CONTROVERSIES. (3 VOLS.)
With a concern for context and history, this major reference work presents key academic
contributions devoted to the study of early, classical and pre-modern Islamic theological thought.
The aim is to provide a balanced survey of the research discourses which have shaped study of
the rich legacy of Islamic theology and kalām. Divided into three volumes and comprising over 40
articles, the collection includes an introduction which provides not only an assessment of key
discussions and debates in the study of Islamic theology, but also examines significant
developments in the field.

Edited by Mustafa Shah
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Vol. 1 History and Development
Vol. 2 Movements, Personalities and Controversies
Vol. 3. Concepts, Constructs and Themes
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J. B. Kelly, edited by Saul B. Kelly
2018/01 NYP
DESERT DISPUTES: THE DIPLOMACY OF BOUNDARY-MAKING IN SOUTH- HC 700 pages
EASTERN ARABIA (2 VOLS)
ISBN 9783959940245
The struggle to delineate the boundaries of south-eastern Arabia can claim to be one of the
longest running diplomatic disputes of the twentieth century, which has echoes to this day.
This study, by the foremost authority on the subject, is an exhaustive one, based on thorough
research in the relevant archives and direct experience of the dispute. As such it will be the
standard reference work on this question for all who have an interest in the Gulf Arab states,
their territorial origins and its effects on their increasing role in regional and world affairs.
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Mahshid Turner
THE MUSLIM THEOLOGY OF HUZN: SORROW UNRAVELLED
The subject of sorrow (huzn) and how it should be treated is a subject as old as mankind itself.
Considered for the most part as something negative, which should be somehow avoided or
remedied completely, the real meaning and purpose of its existence have never been explained
satisfactorily.
The Quran, however, claims that nothing is created purposelessly, which implies that sorrow
also has its uses. With the aim of unravelling the mystery of its existence, this ground-breaking
study aims to tell the story of sorrow in the Quran from a Muslim scholarly perspective, with
particular emphasis on the theology of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi.
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Marc Owen Jones, Ross Porter and Marc Valeri (eds.)
GULFIZATION OF THE ARAB WORLD

EXETER CRITICAL GULF SERIES 1

From projecting ideology and influence, to maintaining a notion of ‘Gulfness’ through the selective
exclusion or inclusion of certain beliefs, cultures and people, the notion of Gulfization is
increasingly pertinent as Gulf countries occupy a greater political and economic role in wider
Middle East politics.
This volume discusses the notion of Gulfization, and examines how thoughts, ideologies, way
of life and practises are transmitted, changed, and transduced inside and outside the Gulf. From
historical perspectives such as the impact of the 1952 Egyptian Revolution in Yemen, to studies on
the contemporary projection of Salafism or hyper-nationalism in the Gulf monarchies, this book
explores, contends, and critiques the transnational and regional currents that are making, and
unmaking, the new Gulf Moment.
This volume is based on the 28th Gulf Conference held at the University of Exeter in 2016.
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